SA/Parentletter/2324/010

Po Leung Kuk Centenary Li Shiu Chung Memorial College
Extensive Reading Scheme in English ( ERS ) for F.1 to F.3

Dear Parents,

Does your child like reading? As a secondary school student, s/he needs a sound language foundation and
extensive general knowledge for effective learning in an array of subjects. This year, the school wishes to get

your support in encouraging your child to read more English books.

The information about the ERS for F.1 to F.3 is attached for your reference. 'We would appreciate it if you
could go through it in detail.

Mr. Louis LUI
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Po Leung Kuk Centenary Li Shiu Chung Memorial College
Extensive Reading Scheme in English ( ERS ) for F.1 to F.3

WHAT IS EXTENSIVE READING?
Extensive Reading means four things:

Interest — reading books of their interest

Speed — reading quickly

Quantity —reading a lot of books of different types e.g. auto-biography,
biography, fiction, science, history, sports, philosophy etc.

Right level — reading comfortably

WHY IS EXTENSIVE READING IMPORTANT?
The best way to improve one’s knowledge of a foreign language (e.g. English) is to go and live among its speakers (in Britain
or the USA). The next best way is to read extensively in it.

As our student, your child will have about 910 English lessons each cycle. The English lessons are very important in helping
your child to learn English, but about 7 hours of English per cycle cannot provide enough exposure to the English language.
That is why it is very important to complement classroom teaching with an Extensive Reading Scheme. Experts have pointed
out the following advantages of extensive reading:

1. Reading books of various topics will help students to become more proficient in English as they will be exposed to and

will acquire a rich variety of natural English.

2. Reading leads students to a much wider world of knowledge.

3. Because the books are interesting, the students are motivated to read more and form a good habit of reading which can
. definitely help them cope with the difficult syllabus in the future.

4, A child who loves reading seldom goes astray.

HOW OFTEN SHOULD YOUR CHILD BE READING?

1. Reading in class
Your child will be given two reading lessons per cycle when s/he will learn to read under the guidance of the teacher.
During these lessons, s/he will read any English books s/he likes. The teacher may hold discussions/sharing sessions with
the class.

2. Reading out of class
Reading in class alone cannot lead to enough exposure to English. Your child should read out of class as well. In fact,
s/he should do some reading every day! The school will encourage your child to make good use of their time reading after
school. We also need your support to encourage your child to read at home.

**The English Department’s basic requirement for F.1 — F.3:
Minimum number of books to be read each month in & out of class: 2.

* The ERS Placement Test for F.1 students was held in August to determine the reading level most suitable for them on the
ERS Program at school.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP YOUR CHILD TO DEVELOP A READING HABIT IN ENGLISH?
1. Encouragement and praise
Your encouragement and praise will motivate your child to read more. If s/he knows that you support himv/her and
understand that it is useful to read English books, s/he will be proud of his/her achievements in reading. You can also
show your concern by
a) asking him/her how many books s/he has read this month,
b) seeking his/her advice on recommending good books to friends and relatives,
¢) sharing or discussirg the contents of the books s/he has read, and
d) giving appropriate prizes/ presents as encouragement.

2. Providing an atmosphere conducive to reading
There are lots of ways to achieve: You can give your child a quiet place to read at home, or if that is not possible, an hour
or so every evening when s/he can read quietly. You should also give your child opportunities to read during the weekends
and the long vacations like Christmas, Chinese New Year, Easter and the Summer Holidays.
Apart from this, visiting book stores, libraries or Book Centers in the Mainland can also be a very good pastime, which
can help much in cultivating your child’s charisma

* Past experiences have proved that children who read a lot will show marked improvement in their English. This
may not happen overnight, but the difference will be seen in one or two years’ time. We hope your child will benefit

from this Extensive Reading Scheme like many other children.

Your support and encouragement will help your child to achieve this goal.



